To the Honourable Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, of the 
(Commons Houſe of Parhament: 


The humble Petition as well,of diuers Merchants and ( 'itizens of Loadoi! 
that ſe buying and ſelling of Fuſtians made inEngland,as ofthe makers 
of the ſame Fultians. 


| Hereas by the Statures of this Realme,Broade-clothes and other Clothes made of Wooll and other kind of Coons. 
V Frizes and Rugges,are to be ſearched and ſealed by his Maieſties Alvager, yet in the 36. yeere of rhe reigne of Queene 7 La 
Elizabeth a Patent was granted to Sr. George Delues and william Fitzwilliams as Alnagers,for the ſealing of diverſe com- ; 
modities, as Bayes, Raſh, Stamel], Sayes, Worſteeds, Grogerams,Mockadoecs, Frizadoes, Fuſtians of Naples, Blankets, and all 
ſorts of new Draperies, and new Stuffes made of Wooll onely, or moſt part of Wooll; and a Subſidie and Fee tor the fame 
for 21. yecres, vpon pretence being made of Wooll, they were within the equitic of the former Statutes, And wheras about 
twenty yeeres paſt dinerſe peopic in this Kingdome, but chiefly in the Countic of Lancaſter , haue found out the tradeof ma- 
king of other Fuſtians,made ct a kind of Bombaſt or Downe, being a fruit of the carth growing vpon little ſhrubs or buſhes, 
brought into this Kingdome by the Turkie Merchants,from Swyrna,Cyprus,Acra and Sydor,but commonly called Cotton Wooll; 
and alſo of Lynnen yarne moſt part brought out of Scor/aud, and otherſome made in Erng/axd, and no part of the ſame Fuſti- 
ans of any Wooll at all, for which ſaid Bombaſt and yarne imported, his Maieſtic hath a great yeerely ſumme of money for the 
Cuſtomeand Subſidie thereof. | 
There is at the leaſt qo. thouſand peeces of Fuſtian of this kind yecerely made in Exp/and, the Subſidie to his Maieſtie of the 
materials for making of euery pecce comming to berweene 8.y.and 10.8.the peece; and thouſands of poore people fer on wor- | 
king of theſe Fuitians. / Ez 3 £1 
Therighr honourable Duke of Lenerx in 11. of Jacobxs,1613. procured a Patent from his Maicſtic, of Alnager of new Dra- //* * © 
peries for 60.yceres, vpon pretence that Wooll was conuerted into other ſorts of Commodities to the lofſe of Cuſtomes and 
Subſidies for VVooll tranſported beyond Seas; and therein is inſerted into his Patent, ſearching and ſealing;and Subfidic for 80 
feuerall Stuffes; and amongſt the reſt, theſe Fuſtians or other Stuffes of this kind of Cotton Vooll,and Subſidie and a fee for 
the ſame, and forteiture w 0.8. for putting any to ſale vnſealed, the moicty of the ſame forfeiture to the faid Duke , and power 
thereby given to the Duke or his Deputies,toenter any mans houſe to ſearch for any ſuch Stuffes, and ſeize them till che forfeiture 
be paid; and if any reſiſt ſuch ſearch,ro forteire 101, and power thereby giuen to the Lord T7.4ſurer or Chanceltor of the Exche- 
guor, to make new ordinances or grant Commiſſionsfor the ayde of the Duke and his officers in execution of rheir oftice. 


The Petitioners doe conceive, (which they neuertheleſſe leaue to the conſideration of this honourable Houſe,) 
that the ſaid Patent concerning Fuſtians made of ſuch Bombaſt or Cotton Wooll, and lynnen Yarne, to bee voyd in 
Law, therebeing no Wooll vied therein, and the King hauing Subſidie and Cuſtome for the Stuffe whereof theſe 
fuſtians are made, & the patent a greeuance and lofſe to them in their Trades;and by ſeaſing their goods,8& exaQions 
of ſuch as pretend to be the Dukes deputies,of great ſommes of money for ſcaling the Fuſtians; or putting the petiti- 
oners to annuall rents to be at peace, and where they exa@ money they force the parties to giue them a generall re- 
leaſe;zand others troubled by warrants from Iuſticezof peace; and namely in London , the deputic Alnager feafed a 
Packe of Fuſtians of one George Cornifp, worth 50.k. and forced him to pay 40.5. to the ſayd deputic before hee 
could haue againe his goods,and giuethe deputie a generall rcleaſe. 

A Packe of fuſtyans of Lawrence Brinſley ſeaſed as aforcſaid, and hee forced to pay 20.8.6.8. and giue arelcaſc. 

Robert Steuens, a Packe taken from him,and heforced to pay for the ſame 15.3. 6.8. and giuea releaſe. 

lohn Crow had 7. peeces ſeaſed, which coſthim 2 2.5. to get againe. 

Robert Graye had a Packe takenfrom him,and redeemed by replecuin 

John Goffe had a Packe taken from him, for which he arreſted the Alnager;and ſpent 10.t. and thereby got his 

oods againe after 6. moneths kept from him, but could not bring him to tryall. 

John Brand of Buntirgford being by the Dukes deputies many times called before Tuſtices of peace for refuſing 
to giue them their demaunds, was by thena brought into the Excheguor, and being a poore man, and vnable to 
ſtand in Law, was forced to agree with them, and giuea fine and 4.5. yearlic as a rent , and now called the Dukes 
Tennant. | 

Many others are compelled, fome to take irom thema ſtampe to ſeale their owne Fuſtyans withall, and become 
their tennants at a ycarely Rent, for they neuer care for the ſcaling of the Fuſtyans ſo they may get money. 

For all which cauſes rhe Pericioners humblie pray, the Patent may be brought and feene mn this honorable Houſe, 
and the Petitioners relceued, as to this honcrabi Houſc ſhall ſceme good, 


-- 
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